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SUBJECT: VISIT TO TUNISIA OF RABBI ABRAHAM HERSHBERG 

REE: MEXICO 8160 

1 . ARRIVING IN ADVANCE OF SCHEDULE AS REPORTED REFTEL, 
RABBI ABRAHAM HERSHBERG VISITED TUNISIA FROM JULY 22 TO 26. 
AT OUTSET OF HIS VISIT HE ESTABLISHED CONTACT WITH 
TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT AND SOUGHT APPOINTMENTS WITH 
PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA, FOREIGN MINISTER, AND GRAND MUETI 
OF THE REPUBLIC. ACCORDING TO BRIEF PRESS REPORT, 
HERSHBERG CALLED ON FOREIGN MINISTER HABIB CHATTI 

ON JULY 24. 

2. RABBI HERSHBERG CALLED ON AMBASSADOR JULY 23 TO 
EXPLAIN PURPOSE OE HIS MISSION, WHAT HE HOPED TO 
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ACHIEVE IN TUNISIA, AND WHAT HE HAD ACHIEVED THUS FAR. 
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IN ADDITION TO GOT OFFICIALS, HERSHBERG SAID HE PLANNED 
TO CONTACT GRAND RABBI OE TUNIS. AS PROMISED BY 
EMBASSY MEXICO, RABBI HERSHBERG HAD MANY NAMES TO DROP. 
HE ASKED FOR NO ASSISTANCE FROM AMBASSADOR BUT CONTACTED 
EMBASSY OFFICER LATER BY PHONE TO SEEK AID INARRANGING 
CALL ON PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA. WE ENCOURAGED HIM TO 
CONTINUE HIS EFEORTS THROUGH GOT. 

3. GOT ATTENTION GIVEN TO RABBI HERSHBERG APPEARS TO 
BE MINIMAL. SECULARIZED TUNISIA SEES THE MIDDLE EAST 
CONFLICT AS A POLITICAL QUESTION OF NATIONAL SELF- 
DETERMINATION FOR PALESTINIANS AND GOT PROBABLY EXPECTS 
LITTLE TO COME EROM PROPOSED CONEERENCE OF RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS ON THE ISSUE. EOREIGN MINISTER CHATTI MAY HAVE 
RECEIVED RABBI HERSHBERG OUT OE RESPECT EOR HIS STATUS 
AS GRAND RABBI OF MEXICO AND OUT OF CONSIDERATION EOR 
TUNISIA'S DOMESTIC JEWISH COMMUNITY. 
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